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The Jefferson Motorcar Gazette is dedicated to all the antique 
vehicle enthusiasts, the practitioners of obsolete crafts, and those 
who enjoy operating, collecting, and tinkering with old machines, 
old tools, and any other        long-forgotten, useful contraptions.         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please, Contribute to this Publication 
If you would like to submit articles, stories, photographs, 
advertisements, or other items of interest, please send to: 

motorcargazette@outlook.com 

 

Where “the roads are impassable, they’re hardly jackass-able!” 

 

The State of Jefferson 
Greetings from 

Published from Siskiyou County, California 
Richard Giordanengo, Editor 

 



    

    “Do you have your wood in?”  It’s one of 
those questions that come up around here 
this time of year.  Maybe it’s not so much an 
inquiry as it is a friendly conversation starter 
about firewood, woodstoves, chainsaws, 
axes, and BTU’s.  It’s also a stark admission 
that summer is over.  I think the real 
question is: are you ready for winter?  But in 
the first days of fall a lot of people aren’t 
ready to talk about winter – even though 
they might be thinking about it.  So we talk 
instead about firewood, apple crops, and 
first frosts.  And that’s fine.   
    It’s funny how just when summer is starting to hit its stride, it begins to stumble.  
But, I guess, every season is like that.  Just as we get comfortable with the rhythms 
and sensations of one season, it starts to shift to the next.  But seasons rarely shift 
gradually; they usually vacillate, a bit to the next one for a few days, then back 
again.  Summer is just humming along, and then one day you notice that something 
looks, feels, or sounds a little different; like the temperature of the air, the length 
and direction of shadows, or the faint call of birds which you haven’t heard for 
several months.  You strain your ears.  “Were those robins?”  You listen harder, 
but it’s gone.  A week or two goes by and nothing happens.  Then you notice bits 
of red and yellow on some trees, and you swear they were green just the day 
before.  A handful of these experiences later, you finally concede that fall is no 
longer coming; it’s here. And in a lot of places it’s a season that people really look 
forward to, as the summer heat sometimes has a tendency to overstay its welcome.       
    The beginning of fall is usually the easy part.  Most of the days are pleasant, and 
there’s no extra work involved, except to maybe put a few fans away.  The real 
work is coming later, and you know what it is, so I won’t remind you (stuff like 
raking leaves, putting away patio furniture, rolling up garden hoses, maybe 
stacking the rest of the firewood, then raking more leaves) because it might be too 
upsetting for some of you to think about right now, when the weather is so nice.  
So, for now, I hope it’s a long and wonderful fall in your neck of the woods.  - RG  

Checkin’ the dipstick 



      

    In 1906, early aviation enthusiast Ed Heath designed and built the first of his 
several home-built “aeroplanes”.  By 1927 he was manufacturing the Heath Super 
Parasol (above) which sold for $595.  For the more ambitious customer, the Parasol 
was also sold as a parts kit.  A set of blueprints cost five dollars.  The recommended 
power plant was a modified Henderson motorcycle engine.  
    Heath was killed during a test flight in 1931.  The bankrupt Heath Company was 
sold in 1935 and the new owners focused on the sales of small aircraft accessories, 
switching to the sale of electronics in the late-1940s.  Their first do-it-yourself 
electronics kit, a five-inch oscilloscope, was sold in 1947 under the name Heathkit.  
Other Heathkit offerings included voltmeters, various radios, clocks, stereos tuners 
and amplifiers, power supplies, and more, inspiring generations of hobbyists.  
    

Heath Super Parasol  
The First “Heathkit”? 
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1932 Ford Mobile Observatory 
    The Stoody-Rice Company, founded in 
1921, began as a tractor and automobile repair 
business, specializing in welding.  Eventually 
the business extended to the repair of oil rig 
drill bits.  To increase durability and help the 
bits stay sharper longer, the company 
developed the technique called hardfacing. 
    Company co-owner, Shelley Stoody, was 
also an amateur astronomer.  In 1933, he had a 
Zeiss 9½-inch refracting telescope mounted to 
the roof of a 1932 Ford owned by friend Ed 
Turner (left) to promote mobile astronomy.   
    The telescope was eventually sold to the 
Griffith Observatory in 1954, where it was 
piggybacked onto the existing 12” Zeiss 
telescope, and is still in use. 
 



 

  

 
FOR SALE 

1923 Ford Model T  
Touring Car 

 
Call: Sharon 

(530) 842-3864 
Yreka, California 

 
 
  

      In early September, the Rogue 
Valley A’s, in southwest Oregon, hosted 
this year’s annual Model A Gymkhana 
outside of Gold Hill, Oregon.  
     Model A’ers from Southern Oregon 
and Northern California enjoyed the 
warm weather and friendship as they 
competed in several, fun car games and 
Hubley races.  A potluck lunch was 
served, featuring barbequed hamburgers, 
and at the end of the afternoon everyone 
drove away with good cheer and happy 
memories.  
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