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The Jefferson Motorcar Gazette is dedicated to all the antique 
vehicle enthusiasts, the practitioners of obsolete crafts, and those 
who enjoy operating, collecting, and tinkering with old machines, 
old tools, and any other        long-forgotten, useful contraptions.         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please, Contribute to this Publication 
If you would like to submit articles, stories, photographs, 
advertisements, or other items of interest, please send to: 

motorcargazette@outlook.com 

 

Where “the roads are impassable, they’re hardly jackass-able!” 

 

The State of Jefferson 
Greetings from 

Published from Siskiyou County, California 
Richard Giordanengo, Editor 

 



    

    Other than the occasional weather break 
there aren’t too many signs of Spring in our 
neighborhood, just yet.  A few daffodils are 
pushing up in the sunnier spots, and once in 
a while I’ll catch the throbbing croak of a 
toad somewhere, or spot a few new flocks 
of finches and sparrows stopping by for a 
look around the yard; that’s about it.  The 
old springtime weather teeter-totter is in 
full effect.  It tilts to warm and sunny for a 
while and then over to cold, windy, cloudy, 
rainy, snowy, sleety, frosty, foggy drizzly 
or some other hard-to-categorize-but-yucky combination of weather, then back 
again to warm and sunny.  And just about the time you start getting used to one of 
them, it changes to the other.  At least, when it is out, the sun is trekking higher 
and the days are getting longer.   
    I am looking forward to the longer days and the longer spells of good weather 
because I feel, and am, more productive out in the sunshine.  Years ago, a wise old 
friend watched me raking leaves on a sunny day and suggested that I was solar-
powered.  We both chuckled at the idea, but then I realized that he recognized an 
obvious truth which had never occurred to me – I am solar-powered; it’s like the 
sun’s energy soaks right through my skin and into my muscles.  But maybe it’s not 
just me; maybe we are all solar-powered, just like all of the plants and critters and 
creepy-crawly stuff in the world.  Of course, whether the sun beats directly on us 
or it don’t, we need it all the same.  Even a bat is solar-powered in a roundabout, 
trickle-down kind of way.  Anyhow, somethin’ to philosophize on. 
    As usual, there’s a long list of things to do out in the jalopy garage; not all at 
once, but maybe sometime over the course of the next six months, or so.  None of 
it is real important, just the kind of perpetual tinkering around that tends to keep us 
from having idle hands (and minds)…so maybe it is sort of important.  I cleaned 
off the workbench a while back, so that was a good start.  To be honest, though, I 
just put a few tools away and rearranged a bunch of other stuff so it didn’t look as 
messy.  So, to be really honest….. I still need to go clean off the workbench. -  RG  

Checkin’ the dipstick 
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 Submitted by Russell Nussbaum 

Left: New for 1939 “Ford 
now widens the range of 
power available for the Ton-
and-a-half Truck by offering 
the new 95 hp V-8 engine as 
an option in addition to the 
improved 85 hp engine.” as 
well as “new” brakes and 
piston rings, and “improved” 
clutch. 
  Below:  Russell’s 1939 Ford 
pickup and platform trucks. 
 



 

  

Above: High school dropout, commercial 
pilot, and engineer, Glover Ruckstell, 
inventor of the Ruckstell Axle.  The dual 
range rear axle was designed specifically 
for Model T Ford cars and trucks, and is 
still commonly found on many vehicles.   

Tacoma Speedway, 1914 



Hauling logs in the Pacific Northwest with a Best steam traction engine  
THE BEST MANUFACTURING COMPANY, SAN LEANDRO, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEED LUMBER COMPANY Engine No. 3   
Weed, California 



IN THE NORTHWEST 

  

The two-cylinder Mason steam engine, 1904 
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   Engineer Charles Kettering led the project to develop an air-cooled, four-cylinder engine 
for the 1923 Chevrolet.  Similar in design to the Franklin engine, the overhead valve 
Chevrolet engine featured fins of thin, copper pleats brazed onto the cast iron cylinders, 
which were cooled by a large fan pulling air through a specially designed shroud.     
   Fewer than 800 units were produced, with 100 cars eventually being purchased by the 
public.  The engine was plagued with over-heating, leading to pre-ignition and a severe loss 
of power.  Ultimately, the cars were recalled and destroyed.   Only two surviving “Copper-
Cooled” Chevrolets remain in museum collections, and the idea of air-cooling was 
abandoned till the production of the more successful Chevrolet Corvair, which debuted in 
1960 and was powered by the “Turbo-Air 6” engine.    
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For registration information please visit the Lake County A’s website: 
lakecountyas.org 

 


