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The Jefferson Motorcar Gazette is dedicated to all the antique 
vehicle enthusiasts, the practitioners of obsolete crafts, and those 
who enjoy operating, collecting, and tinkering with old machines, 
old tools, and any other        long-forgotten, useful contraptions.         
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Contribute to this Publication! 
If you would like to submit articles, stories, photographs, 
advertisements, or other items of interest, please send to: 

motorcargazette@outlook.com 

 

Where “the roads are impassable, they’re hardly jackass-able!” 

 

The State of Jefferson 
Greetings from 



  

    I began to see signs of it in late August.  
It started with a few bits, on a few trees, in a 
few locations changing out their summer 
green for yellow, orange, red and maroon 
tints.  Now it’s everywhere.  And all the 
spent tree stuff is falling and drifting down 
through the air.  Plopping acorns, twirling 
pine seeds, and the cast-off, wobbling 
leaves are starting to accumulate where the 
tug of gravity and the influence of the wind 
have taken them, and they are crunchy 
underfoot.  Things are changing.  
    Fall weather suits me, and I always wish 
that it lasted longer than it does.  I enjoy the warm days and the cool nights, with 
maybe a little cold rain coming through for a couple of days here and there to 
dampen down the dust and alter the smell of things for a while.   
    Day and night, for two or three weeks, the yelp of southbound geese had been 
punctuating the air.  Usually they’re easy to spot, but sometimes they are so high 
they appear as tiny, grey dots and it takes a while to find them.  So if you ever see 
me in the fall, standing out in the driveway, slowly rotating, with my head tilted 
back like I’m listening and looking for something, I am.  I can’t not look.    Just as 
the geese intuitively migrate (over two thousand miles from the arctic tundra!) I 
intuitively watch them.  It’s a compulsion that I can’t explain.  Maybe it’s envy. 
    The gardeners that I run into seem to have had mixed success with fruits and 
vegetables this year.  They all agree that the warm-season crops have slowed down 
on their little plots of dirt and they are already making plans for next summer.   
    I still see some day-trippers and weekenders at the usual, easy-to-get-to places, 
but I think most of the vacationers are done vacationing for the year.  There are a 
few out there, but most of the campers are done camping and the fair-weather 
boaters are done boating.  All of the summer outdoor stuff is starting to find its 
way back into storage sheds, garages, or covered with tarps in side yards till next 
year.  Finally, at some point during fall it feels like we take our foot off the throttle 
and begin to coast for a bit, then, nice and easy, shift it down into second gear. -RG 

Checkin’ the dipstick 



  

WEAVER Auto Twin Jack 

  

      Ira “I.A.” Weaver, who is often 
called “The Edison of the Automotive 
Industry”, held more than 100 patents 
for garage equipment, and automobile 
repair tools. 

    The Weaver Twin Jack, patented in 
1914, was a combination floor jack 
and three-wheeled castor, enabling 
mechanics to easily move vehicles 
around in the garage.  They were 
produced in 2-ton (small car size) and 
4-ton (garage size) capacities.  -  RG 

 

Weaver Manufacturing Co.    Springfield, Ill. 



  

2024 Railroad History Tour, Mount Shasta, Ca. 
    In August, Model A’ers and antique vehicle owners from Southern Oregon and Northern California 
converged on south central Siskiyou County to explore the area’s rich railroad history.  Beginning in 
Yreka, stops included the Mount Shasta Museum, the Black Butte Center for Railroad Culture, Cantara 
Loop, the Dunsmuir Railroad Depot Museum, the Dunsmuir Botanical Gardens, and more.  - RG 
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Annual Fall Festival, Fort Jones, Ca. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Below: Ford electric vehicle prototype on a 1914 Model T chassis utilizing two banks of 
“Edison cell” nickel-iron batteries, inverted worm-drive rear axle, and wire wheels.  
Designed for city travel, it had a reported range of 50-100 miles.  Ford electrical engineer 
Fred Allison, who helped design the Ford self-starter, sits behind the wheel. 



 

1928 


